374                     PSYCHOLOGY IN HUMAN AFFAIRS
sented than are single females. Obviously marriage reduces the crime
rate of men more than of women. Professor Gillin compared 172
prisoners with their noncriminal brothers. He found the criminals,
with greater frequency than their brothers, were single or divorced,
given to quarreling with wife, and differed from wife in nation-
ality, religion, educational, and economic status.l Failure on parole was
reported to be associated with marital discord by the Gluecks.2
MENTAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CRIMINALS
During the second decade of the present century students of
criminology were greatly concerned with feeble-mindedness as a cause
of crime. Mental tests that had been devised and standardized for
school children were applied to adult convicts. The testers not only
did not standardize their tests for adults, but they made the same
mistake in method that Lombroso had made. They failed to test a
control group from the general population. They concluded that
mental deficiency was "the greatest single cause of delinquency and
crime "z and that nearly all, if not all, criminals were of low-grade
mentality. Significant recent surveys of mental testing of delinquents
and convicts have been made by Sutherland,4 Zelaney,6 and Chassell.6
Sutherland concludes that the variations in the methods used by the
testers probably reflect more that is significant about attempts to do
this kind of testing than they do about the intelligence of criminals;
scores of delinquents are not significantly different from those of the
general population; compared with the normal part of the population,
the feeble-minded do not show a disproportionate amount of delin-
quency; feeble-minded prisoners cause no more disciplinary problems
than others; feeble-minded convicts on parole are about as successful
as others; they become recidivists about as frequently as other con-
victs; and sex offenders are more often feeble-minded than prisoners
convicted of other offenses. He concludes that the relationship
between crime and fe'eble-mindedness is, in general, very slight.
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